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Justice Keller Is Fall Commencement Speaker
Correctional Photo Archives
Now on Web Site at EKU
Kentucky Supreme Court Justice
James E. Keller will speak at EKU’s
fall commencement Saturday, Dec.
16.
Keller, a native of Harlan who attended EKU
on a football scholarship and graduated from the
University of Kentucky Law School, will address
953 degree candidates in a campus-wide
ceremony at 10 a.m. in Alumni Coliseum. That
number includes 724 bachelor’s degree
candidates, 124 master’s degree candidates, 104
associate degree candidates and one specialist
degree candidate.
Degree candidates will be recognized by
name and receive their diploma covers as they
walk across the stage.
After practicing law for 10 years, Justice
Keller was appointed in 1976 as Fayette Circuit
Court Judge. At the time of his appointment, he
was the youngest circuit
judge in the history of
the Commonwealth.
After serving in that
position for 22 years, he
was appointed in May
1999 to the Kentucky
Supreme Court and
elected that fall to
complete the unexpired
term of his predecessor,
former Chief Justice Robert Stephens. In
November of this year, he was re-elected to a full
eight-year term.
Keller
Justice Keller has received numerous
awards in recognition of his efforts to improve
the judicial system. They include the KIDS Award
from Kentuckians Involved in Dependents’
Support, the Henry V. Pennington Outstanding
Trial Judge Award from the Kentucky Academy of
Trial Attorneys and the Blue Ribbon Doll Award
from Gov. Paul Patton, First Lady Judi Patton and
the Kentucky Council on Child Abuse.
He also has co-authored with Louise
Graham “Kentucky’s Domestic Relations Law.”
In addition to his judicial duties, Justice
Keller has established many programs to help
persons involved in court cases, especially family
law cases. He is most proud of his efforts in
establishing the Parents Education Clinic, a
program for divorcing parents; Kid’s Time, a
program for children of divorcing parents; and
the Mediation Center of Kentucky, which allows
parties to settle their disputes with the help of a
trained mediator.
The EKU Symphony Orchestra will present a
commencement concert in Alumni Coliseum at
9:30 a.m., prior to the Saturday morning
commencement program. Immediately after the
formal commencement exercises, EKU’s five
academic colleges will hold receptions for
graduates and their families and friends in the
Keen Johnson Building:
•College of Arts & Sciences, Walnut Hall.
•College of Business & Technology, South Room.
•College of Education, West Room
•College of Health Sciences, Grand Ballroom.
•College of Justice & Safety, East Room.
Gale Heads National Genetics Project
An EKU official is heading a project
designed to incorporate the study of
human genetics into allied health
curriculums in colleges and universities
nationwide.
Dr. David Gale, dean of Eastern’s College of
Health Sciences and a human geneticist, was
awarded an annually renewable grant from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to
direct the Human Genetics Curricula for the
Health Professionals Project.
As project director and representative of the
Association of Schools of Health Professions,
Gale has assembled a 12-member Allied Health
Genetics Team from a variety of allied health
professions to study the role of human genetics
in the allied health curriculum. The group, which
first met Nov. 3-5 in Washington, D.C., will
recommend content needed for the practices and
education within the allied health sciences.
“Since the initiation of the Human Genome
Project in 1990, our understanding of human
genes and of the genetic contribution to disease
has grown dramatically,” Gale said. “It is now
well-documented that heritable variations in
genes contribute not only to rare conditions, but
also to a host of common conditions such as
heart disease, diabetes, Alzheimer’s Disease, and
many types of cancer.
“As patients ask more questions about
genetic tests and disease risk, more responsibility
for the use and interpretation of genetic tests and
information will fall to primary care physicians,
nurses, physical assistants and the allied health
professionals who may not be formally trained in
genetics,” Gale continued. “As the U.S. health
care delivery system moves into the 21st century,
it is imperative that all of our nation’s health
professionals have the knowledge, skills and
resources to effectively integrate new knowledge
and technology into
practice. This
knowledge needs to be
integrated into the
curricula of the various
allied health disciplines
and this content
referenced in the
various national
credentialing exams.”
The participants
met with Dr. Francis Collins, director of the
National Human Genome Research Institute,
who will serve as a consultant. Collins recently
was named Scientist of the Year by the National
Disease Research Interchange (NDRI).
CORRECTIONAL PHOTO EXHIBIT ONLINE – Jackie Couture, a library assistant in the
Special Collections and Archives section of EKU Libraries, demonstrates the new web site
devoted to the photographic history of corrections.
A new Correctional Photo
Archives web site at EKU provides a
unique window to America’s past and
a valuable learning tool for today’s
corrections and juvenile justice
students.
The on-line collection, believed to be the
first such effort in the nation, will include over
300 photographs from EKU’s photographic
archive of correctional and juvenile justice
facilities and practices. The web site,
www.cpa.eku.edu, was developed through a
partnership involving the Special Collections and
Archives section of EKU Libraries, EKU Depart-
ment of Corrections and Juvenile Justice Studies,
the Training Resource Center and the College of
Justice & Safety. The American Correctional
Association and Corrections.com also were
instrumental in establishing the archive.
The historical photographs of correctional
institutions date from as early as 1900. The
collection was donated to the University in 1979
by William Bain, an instructor at the Kentucky
Bureau of Training and a corrections history buff.
Working with the American Correctional
Association (ACA) and others, Bain had amassed
a collection of 600 photographs and 330
negatives. The images formed the basis of an ACA
publication, The American Prison: A Pictorial
History.
After an inventory of the collection was
completed by Dr. Rhonda Smith, Special
Collections and Archives staff, particularly Library
Assistant Jackie Couture, worked closely with
faculty in the Department of Corrections and
Juvenile Justice Studies to develop and launch the
web site.
“I’m extremely pleased because this is the
future of academia,” said EKU Archivist Charles
Hay. “We hope it will stimulate additional
donations of photographs and that Eastern will be
known as a resource for those researching the
history of correctional institutions and practices.”
All the photographs are organized by topic –
instruments of punishment, convict ships, death
houses, dining rooms, dormitories, vocational
education, sports, women in prison, etc. – and
identified where possible.
“We believe this will add to studies in this
discipline,” said Dr. Bruce Wolford, director of
EKU’s Training Resource Center and a professor
of Corrections and Juvenile Justice Studies. “If
there was ever an area where you ought to study
history, it’s corrections, and this will help
document and preserve an important piece of
history. We see it as a supplement to our regular
academic program.”
Dr. Kevin Minor, chair of the Department of
Corrections and Juvenile Justice Studies,
explained: “Prison architecture is the crux of
everything else you do in an institution. You need
to understand where a field has been to under-
stand where it’s at today. This is a great way to
teach history.”
Gale
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EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION AND DOES NOT
DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF AGE, RACE,
COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION,
DISABILITY, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR VIETNAM ERA
VETERAN STATUS, IN THE ADMISSION TO, OR
PARTICIPATION IN, ANY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
OR ACTIVITY WHICH IT CONDUCTS, OR DIS-
CRIMINATE ON SUCH BASIS IN ANY PHASE OF
EMPLOYMENT INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED
TO, RECRUITING, HIRING, PROMOTION, AND
COMPENSATION. THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF
EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY DOES HEREBY
REAFFIRM THE UNIVERSITY'S COMMITMENT TO
PROVIDING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO
ALL QUALIFIED STUDENTS REGARDLESS OF
ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL STATUS AND ENSURING
THAT PARTICIPATION IN ALL UNIVERSITY
SPONSORED ACTIVITIES WILL BE ADMINISTERED
IN A WAY THAT FURTHERS THE PRINCIPLES OF
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES. ANY COMPLAINT ARISING BY
REASON OF ALLEGED DISCRIMINATION SHOULD
BE DIRECTED TO THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
OFFICE OF THE UNIVERSITY, JONES BUILD-
ING ROOM 409, COATES CPO 37A, 859-622-8020,
OR TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE FOR
CIVIL RIGHTS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,
WASHINGTON, DC. THE BOARD OF REGENTS
HAS ADOPTED AND SUPPORTS AN AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION PLAN. COPIES OF THE PLAN ARE
AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW IN THE PRESIDENT'S
OFFICE, THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OFFICE,
THE OFFICES OF ALL VICE PRESIDENTS,
DEANS, DEPARTMENT CHAIRS, DIRECTORS
AND IN THE OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESOURCES.
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Judges Needed
The College of Business and Technology will
host the Region VI competition for the Future
Business Leaders of America Conference on
March 8. More than 1,000 high school students
and advisers from throughout Eastern’s service
region will be involved in more than two dozen
events, including: Public Speaking, Job Interview,
Talent Show and Mr. and Ms. FBLA.  Faculty and
staff members are needed to serve as judges. For
more information, call Jim Fisher at 622-1091 or
e-mail busfishe@acs.eku.edu.
Sultana Elected to Regional Post
Dr. Qaisar Sultana, professor in the
Department of Special Education, was elected
vice president/president-elect of the Mid South
Educational Research Association (MSERA) at its
29th annual conference Nov. 14-17.
Sultana has been a member of MSERA since
1981, has been a regular presenter at annual
conferences and has chaired several committees.
She was elected to the MSERA Executive Board in
1996 and was selected two years later by the
Association’s Foundation Board as Kentucky’s
representative.
MSERA covers the states of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana and
Alabama.
KTLN Teaching Workshop
Faculty who anticipate teaching on EKU’s
interactive television system (KTLN) in upcoming
semesters will need to attend a Teaching on KTLN
workshop.
The Division of Media Resources will
present its next session on Friday, Jan. 5 from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Crabbe Library 110. The
workshop will cover teaching and course design
tips for two-way video, support services (the role
of facilitator, how to get course materials to
students, how to arrange for a guest speaker
from a remote site, etc.), equipment orientation
and hands-on practice, and the use of computers
and the Web with KTLN.
Also, uses of interactive television for
conferencing and student advising will be
discussed.
To register, call Dr. Fred Kolloff, 622-1658,
or e-mail Fred.Kolloff@eku.edu.
Assisted Exercise Program
Any faculty, staff or students with disabilities
who need assistance with an exercise program
will have an opportunity to exercise in a
supervised environment in the one-credit-hour
course Exercise and Sports Skills (HPR 282),
which meets 3:30-4:45 p.m. Tuesday and
AL SMITH RECEIVES AWARD – Sara Combs, widow of former Gov. Bert T. Combs, presents
the first Bert T. Combs Award for Excellence in Kentucky Government and Politics to veteran
journalist Al Smith, host of KET’s longest-running program, “Comment on Kentucky.” Ms. Combs
presented the award on behalf of EKU’s Center for Kentucky History and Politics. After the
presentation, Smith spoke on “Kentucky Today and Tomorrow.” The program was co-sponsored
by the Richmond Chamber of Commerce.
Events
Monday, Dec. 18
Colonels Host High Point
EKU vs. High Point, men’s basketball, 7:30
p.m., McBrayer Arena.
Wednesday, Dec. 20
Basketball Action
EKU vs. Cal State-Fullerton, men’s basketball,
7:30 p.m., McBrayer Arena.
Friday, Dec. 29
Lady Colonels at Home
EKU vs. Charleston Southern, women’s
basketball, 8 p.m., McBrayer Arena.
Saturday, Dec. 30
Lady Colonels in Action
EKU vs. Lipscomb, women’s basketball, 4
p.m., McBrayer Arena.
Publications & Presentations
Huebner, R.A. A Comparison of Quality
of Life Among People with and without
Disabilities, presented at the American Congress
of Rehabilitation Medicine, Oct. 20, Hilton Head,
S.C.
Kappeler, V.E. and Eigenberg, H.M. A
National Study of the Institutional Response to
Domestic Violence among Police, in Eigenberg’s
(Ed.) “Woman Battering in the United States,”
Waveland Press, 2001, pgs. 246-297.
Kappeler, V.E., Blumberg, M. and
Potter, G.W. Crime Waves and Crime Fears:
The Myth of An American Crisis, in David V.
Baker and Richard P. Davin’s “Notable
Selections in Crime, Criminology and Criminal
Justice,” Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, 2001, pages 77-
92.
Sultana, Qaisar. “A Free Appropriate Public
Education for Asian-Origin Students with
Disabilities – Cultural Variables,” presented at the
29th annual conference of the Mid-South Educa-
tional Research Association, Bowling Green, Ky.,
Nov. 14-17, 2000.
Sultana, Qaisar and Kay, Lisa. “Pre- and
Post-KERA Students’ Writing Skills – A Compara-
tive Study,” presented at the 29th annual confer-
ence of the Mid-South Educational Research
Association, Bowling Green, Ky., Nov. 14-17, 2000.
Thursday in Moberly Building 220 (formerly
Classroom and Conditioning Building).
The course is taught by Dr. Louisa
Summers DeBolt, who has over eight years
experience prescribing exercise and physical
activity to children and adults with disabilities.
For more information, contact DeBolt at 622-
1891.
Stress Relief Drawing Today!
If you haven’t purchased your tickets for
the Stress Relief Drawings, you need to do so
today. Students from Not the Usual Traditional
Students (NUTS) and the Public Relations Student
Society of America (PRSSA) are selling tickets for
the mega-drawing from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
inside entrance to the Grill/Fountain Food Court.
All proceeds from the fundraiser will be donated
to the EKU-sponsored Habitat for Humanity house.
Prizes include overnight hotel stays, meals,
shopping sprees and gifts. Tickets are $1. The
prizes will be drawn for beginning at about 1:15
p.m. Dec. 11 at the Grill entrance. Winners do not
have to be present. A complete list of winners will
be posted in the NUTS Lounge, below the Case
Hall Lobby.
Food Drive Fills
Local Pantry
The campus community can help fill a
truck with food for the Kentucky River
Foothills Food Pantry this holiday season.
Donations to the EKU 2000 Food Drive
can be made through Friday, Dec. 15. Non-
perishable food items can be dropped off at
the EKU Food Drive truck, which will be
parked in front of the Keen Johnson
Building, Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., or
any time in designated EKU 2000 Food Drive
boxes, located in all residence hall lobbies.
EKU Alumni Relations and Student
Alumni Ambassadors are coordinating the
two-week food drive, in cooperation with
Eastern’s Student Government Association,
Interfraternity Council, Panhellenic,
Residence Hall Association, Facility Services
and Public Safety. Donations to the Kentucky
River Foothills Food Pantry are distributed in
Madison County.
Any organizations that wish to help by
taking a day to assist in collecting the food
and loading the truck should contact Alumni
Relations at 622-1260.
Recognition will be given to the most
generous organization, residence hall and
department. All organizations are encour-
aged to participate.
EKUpdate 3
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Vision + Teamwork = Successful Summit
SUCCESSFUL SUMMIT – Campus-wide teamwork helped the University put its best foot for-
ward in preparing and filling Alumni Coliseum for the recent America’s Promise-Kentucky Summit.
The statewide event, featuring Gen. Colin Powell, was termed a rousing success.
Kentucky’s children have a brighter
tomorrow thanks to the vision and
campus-wide teamwork at EKU that led
to the Commonwealth’s first America’s
Promise Kentucky Summit last month.
University officials had been planning the
Summit since late 1999 but didn’t receive
confirmation of Powell’s participation until Aug.
29 of this year. Until that time, organizers were
working on a “dual planning process” — one
plan for a smaller conference without the general
and another contingency for a much larger
public event with Powell.
It was no coincidence that Eastern hosted
Powell and the Summit. In 1998, EKU became the
Commonwealth’s first University of Promise and
only the 11th nationwide. But the commitment to
serving Kentucky’s children and to service
learning goes back well before that milestone.
The highly successful AmeriCorps/Student
Service Consortium was built on partnerships
with school districts and communities through-
out central and southeastern Kentucky, and that
existing network provided the model to launch
an equally effective University of Promise
program. Already, more than 40,000 students
have been served by EKU’s America’s Promise
Program.
The College of Justice & Safety joined the
College of Education as a partner this spring
because of the University of Promise program’s
emphasis on helping at-risk youth. State-provided
Program of Distinction funding for the College of
Justice & Safety helped pay for the Summit.
That was only the beginning of the cross-
campus partnerships that came together to stage
a statewide event featuring one of today’s most
popular American leaders. As soon as it was
known that General Powell would be attending,
various segments of the campus community were
brought into the planning process.
Kerrie Moberly, coordinator of student and
alumni affairs in the College of Justice & Safety,
and Nancy Thames, AmeriCorps/Student Service
Consortium director since the program’s
inception on campus, co-chaired the event along
with their respective deans, Dr. Gary Cordner in
the College of Justice & Safety and Dr. Mark
Wasicsko in the College of Education.
Others who played key roles in the
Summit’s success were the President’s Office,
Public Safety, Facilities Services, Food Services,
Public Relations and Marketing, Printing
Services, Media Resources, Alumni Relations,
Student Development, Community and Workforce
Education, University Advancement, Army ROTC
and Athletics. Various academic departments,
student groups and community organizations
also assisted.
“The statewide America’s Promise Summit
was an outstanding event, and I am so very proud
of those who worked many long, hard hours
planning and coordinating all aspects of the
program,” said President Bob Kustra. “Here is
the perfect example of what the University
community, working together, can accomplish.”
For example:
• Public Safety provided traffic control, crowd
control and security.
• Facilities Services prepared Alumni
Coliseum and the stage and provided
logistical support throughout the Summit.
• Food Services prepared a VIP breakfast and
a luncheon, as well as concessions and a
pizza party for volunteers.
• Public Relations and Marketing provided
advance publicity, wrote the event continu-
ity, produced the event’s printed program,
helped manage the event from the floor and
assisted media that covered the Summit.
• Alumni Relations helped inform graduates
of the Summit and supplied Student Alumni
Ambassadors as volunteer staff. Dr. Skip
Daugherty used his considerable experience
organizing and staging major Coliseum
events to secure an audio-visual contractor
and plan ticket procedures and distribution.
“He was a key person,” Moberly said,
“because no one knows that building like
he does.”
• Media Resources recorded the event and is
working with KET on a future broadcast
spotlighting the Summit.
• The Department of Military Science supplied
___________________________________________________________________________________________
All EKU class/event cancellation and delay announcements are posted on EKU’s home page (www.eku.edu),
broadcast on WEKU-FM (88.9 FM) and Lexington television stations WLEX-TV (Channel 18), WKYT-TV
(Channel 27) and WTVQ-TV (Channel 36), and given to other regional media outlets. Generally, the information
is available to listeners/viewers by 6 a.m.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Call 622-2239 for  Up-To-Date Announcements
___________________________________________________________________________________________
On some occasions, the University will be open but will follow its Inclement Weather (Two-Hour Delay) Plan.
In that event, see the following schedule for class times.
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Inclement Weather Plan (Two-Hour Delay)
        MONDAY/WEDNESDAY/FRIDAY
        Regular Class Delay
        Period (Two Hours)
___________________________________
        8:00-8:50 10:00-10:40
___________________________________
        9:05-9:55 10:50-11:30
___________________________________
        10:10-11:00 11:40-12:20
___________________________________
        11:15-12:05 12:30-1:10
___________________________________
        12:20-1:10 1:20-2:00
___________________________________
        1:25-2:15 2:10-2:50
___________________________________
        2:30-3:20 3:00-3:40
___________________________________
        3:35-4:25 3:50-4:30
___________________________________
        4:40-5:30 4:40-5:20
___________________________________
        6:00 6:00
___________________________________
        TUESDAY/THURSDAY
        Regular Class Delay
        Period (Two Hours)
____________________________________
        8:00-9:15 10:00-11:00
____________________________________
        9:30-10:45 11:10-12:10
____________________________________
        11:00-12:15 12:20-1:20
____________________________________
        12:30-1:45 1:30-2:30
____________________________________
        2:00-3:15 2:40-3:40
____________________________________
        3:30-4:45 3:50-4:50
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
        6:00 6:00
____________________________________
Fall 2000 Finals Schedule
3:30-5:30 p.m. - - - - - - - 3:30 p.m. TTh Classes
6-8 p.m. - - - - - - - - - Thursday Evening Classes
Friday, Dec. 15
8-10 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - 9:05 a.m. MWF Classes
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - 11:15 a.m. MWF Classes
1-3 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - 3:35 p.m. MWF Classes
3:30-5:30 p.m. - - - - - - 1:25 p.m. MWF Classes
Saturday, Dec. 16
 9:15-11:15 a.m. - - - - - - - - All Saturday Classes
Notes:
1) In the event that students are scheduled for
more than three final examinations on the
same day, they may request through their
college dean that the examinations in excess
of three be rescheduled.
2) Classes that meet for more than a single
period will have the final examination at the
exam time designated for the first period.
3) The final examination for an evening class
meeting more than one time per week will be
held on the evening of the first scheduled
meeting during the Dec. 11-16 period.
Monday, Dec. 11
8-10 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 a.m. MWF Classes
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 12:20 p.m. MWF Classes
1-3 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - - ENG 090 and ENG 095
3:30-5:30 p.m. - - - - - - - ACC 201 and ACC 202
6-8 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - Monday Evening Classes
Tuesday, Dec. 12
8-10 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 a.m. TTh Classes
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - - - 11 a.m. TTh Classes
1-3 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 p.m. TTh Classes
3:30-5:30 p.m. - - - - - - CHE 111 and MAT 090
6-8 p.m. - - - - - - - - - Tuesday Evening Classes
Wednesday, Dec. 13
8-10 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - MAT 107 and MAT 124
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - 10:10 a.m. MWF Classes
1-3 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - 2:30 p.m. MWF Classes
3:30-5:30 p.m. - - - - - - 4:40 p.m. MWF Classes
6-8 p.m. - - - - - - - Wednesday Evening Classes
Thursday, Dec. 14
8-10 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - - 9:30 a.m. TTh Classes
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. TTh Classes
1-3 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - MAT 095 and CHE 112
Thames said, “and that’s what made it such a
great experience. Everyone wanted it to succeed
and worked as hard as they could to make it
successful.”
“Nobody said no,” Moberly added. “It was
always a matter of ‘We’ll get it done.’”
The event brought EKU and, more
importantly, America’s Promise, statewide
exposure. Five television stations covered the
event, along with the state’s major daily
newspapers, the Associated Press, several radio
stations and other media outlets.
“More people recognize now the caliber of
program that EKU can put together,” Moberly
said.
Thousands of prospective EKU students
attended the Summit. The bottom line, though, is
that hundreds of school and community leaders
statewide returned to their respective homes and
workplaces excited and challenged to help young
people.
“The ultimate winners,” Thames said, “are
the children of Kentucky because everyone left
the Summit so excited and energized.”
an Army ROTC color guard and assisted
with crowd control and security.
• University Advancement helped secure
private funding and services for America’s
Promise officials and assisted with special
guests.
• Athletics rescheduled its use of Alumni
Coliseum for two days to allow for
preparation, the event and dismantling.
Also, the Department of Communication,
much of which is housed in the Coliseum,
canceled classes on the day of the Summit.
• Student Development assisted with on-
campus ticket distribution and two-way
radios.
• Community and Workforce Education
helped with afternoon sessions in the
Perkins Building.
• AmeriCorps members manned desks and
helped prepare packets.
• Numerous student and community
organizations assisted in various ways.
“There aren’t many times that the entire
University gets to work together as a team,”
Inclement Weather Class/Event Cancellation Information
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Eastern Family Portrait
Name: Imogene Ramsey
Business Faculty Bring Back Global Experience
HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT — Dr. Norb Elbert, left, chair of EKU’s Department of
Management, Marketing and Administrative Communication, received an honorary doctorate from
the University of Pecs in Hungary earlier this fall. At right is Dr. Ferenc Farkas, dean of the
Hungarian institution’s business and economic program.
To teach an international cur-
riculum, business faculty in EKU’s
College of Business and Technology
see the need for keeping a valid
passport.
“You need to travel to these parts of the
world to be able to bring the international
concept back to the classroom,” said Dr. Richard
Powers, associate professor of marketing.
Powers is one of five business college
faculty who transported themselves and their
knowledge to Europe and Asia this year and have
brought back invaluable insights to share with
Eastern students to give them a better under-
standing of the
global economy and
marketplace.
Powers and two
of his colleagues —
Dr. Chang-yang Lin
and Dr. Daniel
Thorne — traveled
to China in May as
part of an exchange
program with
Xinchang Pharma-
ceutical Company near Shanghai. The plant has
annual sales of about $90 million in U.S. dollars,
Lin said. Xinchang also has sent two of its
employees to Eastern to earn their Master of
Business Administration degrees.
Powers, who also has traveled to Europe
and South America, said he uses his international
experiences in the classroom to illustrate almost
every marketing topic he covers.
“It’s much more realistic when you can cite
specific examples from your own international
experiences,” said Powers, who teaches the
principles of marketing, personal selling and
international marketing. “International travel
permits you to view things from a different
perspective,” he said. “And it allows the
professor to enhance basic business concepts
with ones which exhibit a global focus.”
Dr. Jack Dyer, director of EKU’s MBA
program, was instrumental in establishing the
Chinese exchange program. In summer 1998, he
toured Xinchang Pharmaceutical Company and
extended an invitation for company to visit the
Eastern campus. Later that year, a delegation of
plant managers and city officials arrived to learn
firsthand what Eastern
could offer.
“China is moving
rapidly into a market
economy, but they don’t
yet have extensive formal
education programs that
are market oriented,”
Dyer explained. “We’re
giving them that.”
The next summer,
two Xinchang employees
began their prerequisite courses in preparation
for entering the MBA program at Eastern.
Songmei Cheng and Menglai Zhou expect to
complete their degrees in 2001.
“It is very important for me to study here,”
said Cheng, who believes her presence on
campus helps Eastern students learn more about
Chinese culture. “We can learn from each other.”
Economics professor Dr. James E. Payne
returned to campus this semester from Croatia.
“It is always good to work with economists
who are intellectually curious and motivated,”
said Payne, a Fulbright Scholar who worked in a
macroeconomics group that had been participat-
ing in the United Nations-sponsored project
LINK, an ongoing project of integrating
macroeconometric models of various nations.
His colleagues in the group were helpful in
gathering and constructing the data. In addition
to helping with the macro model, Payne
completed three academic papers and conducted
several workshops.
The most recent faculty member to return
from abroad is Dr. Norb Elbert, chair of the
Department of Management, Marketing and
Administrative Communication, who teaches a
seminar in global management at Eastern. In
October, Elbert traveled to the University of Pecs
in Hungary to receive an honorary doctorate
from the business and economics program.
Elbert, a 1991 Fulbright Scholar at Pecs,
has returned to the University more than a dozen
times and has collaborated with his Hungarian
colleagues in a number of publications. As a
visiting professor, he has provided instruction in
the Czech Republic, Hungary and Rumania.
“You need to travel to these
parts of the world to be able to
bring the international concept
back to the classroom.”
Dr. Richard Powers
Job Description:
As Chair of the Department of Curriculum and Instruc-
tion, I work with program development, students and
faculty. On June 30, I will be stepping down as Chair, but
will continue to teach for one year before retiring.
What are your interests and hobbies?
I enjoy reading a great deal, although I don’t have a lot of
time for it. And I collect a variety of things, including Tiffin
glass, frogs and the three muses — or the three
monkeys.
What is your favorite food?
Probably cornbread and butter.
What book would you recommend to others?
One book that is rather fascinating is Tom Brokaw’s “The
Greatest Generation.” I gained many interesting insights
and appreciations of events and people about whom I
knew littler or nothing. Another would be “Talk Before
Sleep: A Novel,” by Elizabeth Berg. It’s the main character’s account
of helping her best friend through a terminal illness.
What’s the best advice you’ve ever received?
Take thyself seriously — but not too seriously.
What makes you happy?
Lots of things. Completing a task, good friends, good food and
sometimes just having a few minutes of leisure time makes me
happy.
What was your most embarrassing moment?
I’ve had so many of those. For example, several years ago, I was
hurrying in the rain to get from the Combs Buildings to the Coates
Building. When I
opened the door
and stepped on the
terrazzo, my feet
flew from under me
and I fell on my
face at the feet of
Oscar White.
I can still see the
startled look on
that dignified
gentleman’s face.
What issue
concerns you
most about
today’s world?
Sometimes I think
we’re so caught up
in minutiae that we
don’t take time to
enjoy or appreciate
the really important
things in life.
If you could assign KERA a letter grade, what would it be?
An “I” — for incomplete. Education reform is still evolving. We
continue to learn from experience and to improve. We were doing
many things well in education, but KERA has helped us to analyze
and assess what we do and to search for ways to improve.
What are some of the things that have worked well?
Defining and refining curriculum; more clearly identifying our
goals; improving approaches to assessment of teaching and
learning; and taking a more unified approach to education at all
levels throughout the state since KERA. Of course, education
reform is a nationwide movement.
What are some things you think could be improved?
Since KERA, financial support for public schools has increased and
has been distributed more equitably, but we still need more support
in order to provide the educational opportunities needed by all
students. With increased support, we could improve the analysis of
data which have been collected on the knowledge and skills of
teacher interns.
What can colleges and universities do to attract more
young people into teaching professions?
We can make earlier contact with middle school and high school
students encouraging them to consider careers in education. Dean
Mark Wasicsko is promoting future teacher clubs and inviting high
school students on campus to provide information on career
opportunities in teaching.
Of course, some of the things that would attract more young
people into teaching are not within the purview of the university.
Many times students do not choose teaching because other careers
offer better financial rewards. Others have noted how hard teachers
work and have decided they do not want to work that hard.
However, I talk with many people who did not choose teaching as
their first career but, after trying other careers, are trying teaching
as a profession. Many have decided they did not give enough weight
to the rewards of helping others.
We have more and more nontraditional students in teacher
education. Some are people who have reared their children to an
age where they are relatively independent and they feel free to
return to school. Or they’re people who are looking for a second
career. We’re in the process of initiating a Master of Arts in
Teaching which is designed primarily for second-career people —
or people who have completed an undergraduate degree that did
not include teacher preparation.
If you could have dinner tonight with one historical figure
from the 20th century, who would it be and why?
Eleanor Roosevelt. I think she had a terribly difficult life and was
such a woman of courage. She was a survivor and was influential in
so many important significant matters.
